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GBF and Biodiversity Credits



Carbon Credits and Biodiversity Credits

Parallels:

Differences:

• Similarity of some high-integrity requirements
• Limited national frameworks to regulate the voluntary market

• Agreed fungible unit (tCO2-eq)
• Trade enabled by the existence of the global 

goal of 1.5C under the Paris Agreement and 
associated COP decisions

• Uniformity across the world trade
• Carbon mitigation is the primary objective, 

while ecological processes are just a co-
benefits

• No agreed fungible unit
• Not driven by any single common global 

biodiversity goal but by nature regulations 
(EU, TNFD, SBTN)

• Covers 800+ different eco-regions
• Ecological process is the primary objective, 

carbon may be a co-benefit
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Who we are
We’re a group of scientists, academics, 
conservation practitioners, and standard setters, 
with direct links to Indigenous Peoples and Local 
Communities within the International 
Environment Guardianship (IEG). We embrace 
participation from the private sector, with the 
World Business Council for Sustainable 
Development as a key partner. BCA is dynamic, 
open, and growing, and we welcome new 
members.
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Knowledge Products



What is a Biodiversity Credit

A biodiversity credit is a certificate that represents a 
measured and evidence-based unit of positive 
biodiversity outcome that is durable and additional to 
what would have otherwise occurred.

• is agnostic of jurisdiction and use case.

• is not a permit for extraction/destruction elsewhere.
• is an effective mechanism for advancing private sector’s participation 

in ecosystem remediation and transformative landscape approaches in 
line with science-based principles. 

• is an effective complement to, but not a replacement of, private 
sector’s supply chain transformation efforts.



Positive Biodiversity Outcome
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A positive biodiversity outcome is 
1. an improvement in measures of biodiversity – Uplift
2. a reduction in threats to biodiversity - Avoided loss
3. prevention of an anticipated decline in measures of 

biodiversity - Maintenance



High-level Principles
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Knowledge Products

Governance Structure



BCA Task Force



BCA Forum Membership
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537
Members

JOIN BCA

v Private sector
v Government Institutions
v International organizations 
v Multilateral development institutions
v NGOs/INGOs
v Consultancies
v Biodiversity project developers
v Data developers and data providers
v Market facilitators
v Financial Institutions
v Solution providers
v Etc.



Working Group Process

12

- WG is 

assembled 

from Forum 

members and 

external 

experts

- In case of 

additional 

interest a 

primary interest 

group is set up 

from interested 

parties

- Literature and 

market review

- Focused 

discussions 

within WG

- Multiple rounds 

of consultations 

with IEG and 

primary interest 

group

- Review and 

oversight from 

Task Force

- 2 week public 

review and 

consultation 

period with 

Forum 

members

- Forum is free to 

join, and 

consists of 

300+ members

- Communication 

through BCA & 

partner’s 

channels

- Open for 

additional 

feedback and 

reviews

- Balancing 

practical 

considerations 

with high-

integrity

- Bespoke 

process

- Literature and 
market 

review

- Focused 
discussions 
within WG

- Consultation 
with Task 
Force, IEG & 
primary 

interest group

- Consultation 

with Forum 
members

- Forum 
membership 

is free  and 
consists of 
537 members

- Launch of the 

issue paper 

- Communicatio
n through BCA 

& partner’s 
channels

- Open for 
additional 

feedback and 
reviews

At least:

- 1 from Task 

Force

- 1 from IEG

- 1 from Forum 

/external 
expert 
institution

Coordinated 

By BCA 
secretariat

2) Assemble 
wider working 
group

4) Public 
consultation

5) Publication3) Working 
group process

1) Assemble 
co-leads

- Volunteers  
from Task 
Force, IEG and 
Forum 
(external 

expert 
institutions if 
needed)

- If additional 

interests, a 
primary 
interest group



Vision
a transparent, trustworthy and efficient 

global market in biodiversity credits 

founded on just and equitable principles, 

and underpinned by innovation
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Join Us
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Find out more:

w. www.biodiversitycreditalliance.org
in. www.linkedin.com/company/biodiversity-credit-alliance
e. manesh.lacoul@undp.org

mailto:manesh.lacoul@undp.org

